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ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 10-14 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 DRC-01 /106W 

098050 

P 171854ZAPR74 
FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
TO SECSTATE WAHDC PRIORITY 8224 
INFO US MISSION GENEVA 0354 
US MISSION USUN 0763 

UNCLAS SANTIAGO 2024 

E.0.11652:N/A 
TAGS: Cl PFOR SOCI UN 
SUBJ: AIR FORCE TRIAL 

REE: (A) SANTIAGO 1936 (B) SANTIAGO 2000 

1 . SUMMARY. AIR FORCE TRIAL OF 67 PERSONS OPENS TODAY AND WILL 
REPUBLIC. END SUMMARY. 

2. AIR FORCE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE SUMMONED FOREIGN AND 
DOMESTIC NEWSMEN 1800 HOURS APRIL 16 TO DISTRIBUTE TEXT OF OFFICIAL 
RELEASE ANNOUNCING THAT AIR FORCE TRIAL WOULD BEGIN 0800 HOURS 
APRIL 17 AND WOULD BE PUBLIC. ANNOUNCEMENT STATED 67 PERSONS, 

10 CIVILIANS AND 57 FORMER AIR FORCE PERSONNEL, WOULD BE TRIED 
BEFORE MILITARY TRIBUNAL (CONSEJO DE GUERRA) IN AIR FORCE WAR 
ACADEMY LOCATED IN SUBURBAN SANTIAGO. ANNOUNCEMNT STATED 
INDICTMENTS ARE FOR "ACTS RELATED TO PLAN ZETA AND THE POLITICAL 
INFILTRATION OF AIR FORCE RANKS." 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT NOTED THAT FIRST AND SECOND STEPS OF THIS 
LEGAL PROCESS HAVE NOW BEEN COMPLETED, I.E. ASSEMBLY OF 
DOCUMENTATION AND OTHER EVIDENCE USED AS BASIS FOR INDICTMENTS, 
AND PREPARATION OF DEFENSE BY LAWYERS ON BASIS OF ACCESS TO IN- 
DICTMENT AND OTHER DOCUMENTS. FIRST PHASE WAS SECRET, BUT 
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SECOND WAS NOT. THIRD PHASE BEGINNING APRIL 17 IS TRIAL 
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TO BE OPEN TO PUBLIC "AND TO BE ATTENDED BY CHILEAN NEWSMEN AND 
INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS." SANTIAGO PRESS SPECULATED THIS PAHSE 
MAY LAST TWO MONTHS. 

4. COMMENT. CHARGES ARE AS REPORTED IN REE A. TOTAL OE 
67 DEEENDANTS INSTEAD OE 68 REPORTED REE A APPARENTLY RESULTS 
EROM DEMISE OE LATE GEN ALBERTO BACHELET. TO BEST OE OUR KNOWE- 
EDGE, NO NEW NAMES HAVE BEEN ADDED SUCH AS ALMEYDA. 

POPPER 
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